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Los Angeles  Relationships  Wedding and Marriage Examiner 

So many of the design elements we consider representative
of the American "white wedding" are artifacts of the 
Victorians: white gowns and veils, bouquets, kissing balls, 
tailcoats, and the engraved gold wedding band. 

To most people, these well-loved icons signify a formal, 
"traditional" ceremony, but today many couples are 
choosing an updated look for their nuptials--especially 
those who have a love of modern art, design, and 
architecture.

It's fairly easy to buy wedding gear with a contemporary 
look nowadays--with the wonders of the internet, one can 
find invitations, tableware, gowns, and florals that could 
have been designed by Eames, Wright, or Gropius. 

However, you still won't find many catalog jewelers who carry truly modern designs for wedding rings.  
Rather than surrender to commercial pressure to buy a standard-issue solitaire, many couples are 
turning to custom jewelers like Claudia Endler of Claudia Endler Designs to create the ring of their 
Bauhaus, Moderne, or Mid-Century modern dreams.

Claudia explains the appeal of modern design over classic Victorian style: "Modernism is about 
minimalism, about paring down and taking away unnecessary elements.  Contemporary design is 
innovative--using new materials or finding new ways to use old ones.  It's often sustainable and 
ecofriendly.  Maybe it will utilize an old technique to realize a new aesthetic.  The look is often more 
angular and abstract, or more defined.  And it's timeless--geometry itself is a timeless thing.  For me 
personally, it's about clean lines, and peacefulness."

Claudia knows about bringing about harmony through 
design; she became interested in jewelry-making during a 
particularly difficult and messy period of her life.  While 
studying metalsmithing at UCLA she developed a passion 
for the culture of design--not just jewelry, but art and 
architecture as well--and as she was learning to carve 
jewelry models she found herself embracing an aesthetic 
that was ordered, minimal, and geometrical.

"I was going to make my own commitment rings--my 
commitment to myself to not let the chaos in my life 
happen again.  A ring is a little sculpture you wear on your 
hand, you're wearing it every day, it's part of you; I wanted 
to create a sense of balance and peace with my designs.  
That's why the line is clean, which is a way to visually 
impose a sense of calm.  Each line, each look is made with purpose, with intent." 

This was the beginning of her signature look, a tangible expression of her desire for a life filled with 
integrity and beauty. 

The designs she made for herself caught the eye of many in her circle, but when her best friend asked
her to make his wedding ring she demurred: "Are you sure?" she asked him.  "I've never made a 
wedding ring before."  After some persuasion, she devised a unique, hand-carved piece that delighted 
her friend; as a result, others began to request her modern wedding jewelry and her wedding and
engagement ring designs became some of her most popular offerings. 

Claudia thrives on the deeper meaning and creative challenges of wedding rings.  "It's such a special 
privilege and honor when someone says 'I like your designs and I want you to make my wedding ring' --
that's a lot of juice.'"  Claudia offers several lines of interest to couples shopping for their nuptials, 
including sleek stackable rings--a elegant choice for alternate engagement and wedding bands--and 
"Modeux by Claudia Endler," a new series intended to make custom design gifts affordable during the 
economic downturn. 

She also works directly with clients to create unique rings based on their inspiration.  You needn't be 
an art major to work with Claudia: "It will be a conversation.  Sometimes a designer has to be a 
philosopher, understanding and interpreting a client's abstract ideas--'I like repetition, something that 
feels open, a massive feel.'  Or maybe we just start with, 'How much to do want to carry on your 
finger?' Then we have a canvas size."

Claudia characterizes most of her work as "metal-
intensive," but her use of diamonds and colored stones 
has won her awards and praise from the design 
community.  Several of the pieces in her couture collection 
are inspired by unusual gems Claudia has found; these 
make excellent bridal party gifts for those who love a touch
of sparkling color.

I have encountered Claudia's work many times--she 
designed rings for several of my clients, in one case acting
as "ringbearer" and presenting her rings to the couple 
during their wedding.  She is great to work with in addition 
to being richly talented.

You can find her jewelry at several galleries and design 
events here in Los Angeles and her showroom in Downtown's Brewery Art Complex is scheduled to 
open in 2011.   To get up-to-the-minute news about her upcoming appearances and latest designs, 
follow her Facebook or Twitter streams and check out her breathtaking pieces on her website: 
ClaudiaEndler.com. 

Like getting married (and marriage itself) building a beautiful ring is a process.  "Commitment is a very 
personal promise we make to ourselves, each other and our dreams," Claudia says.  "And trust 
becomes huge.  You have to have a sense of trust with your designer.  I do think that the people that I 
work with are pleased when they leave here. "  We trust you will be pleased, too.

Thanks to Claudia Endler for the great interview and modern design education; as always, no 
consideration was received for this article.

National Wedding and Marriage Examiner Elizabeth Oakes welcomes your feedback at 
weddingexaminer@gmail.com; please share this story or subscribe by clicking on the Tweet This! 
button at the top of this column or the "Share This!" button below, or read more of Elizabeth's
stories by clicking here. 

Become a Facebook fan of the National Wedding Examiner or follow her on Twitter to receive 
instant notifications of new articles with her unique take on weddings, marriage, and culture.  She's 
also happy to answer your questions about getting married in Los Angeles (check out her work and 
inquire about availability at MarriageToGo.Com and RosePedalsBikeWeddings.Com.)

National Wedding Examiner articles ©2010 by Elizabeth Oakes; reposts permitted with copyright 
notice and link back to original article. All other rights reserved.
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Los Angeles  Relationships  Wedding and Marriage Examiner 

So many of the design elements we consider representative
of the American "white wedding" are artifacts of the 
Victorians: white gowns and veils, bouquets, kissing balls, 
tailcoats, and the engraved gold wedding band. 

To most people, these well-loved icons signify a formal, 
"traditional" ceremony, but today many couples are 
choosing an updated look for their nuptials--especially 
those who have a love of modern art, design, and 
architecture.

It's fairly easy to buy wedding gear with a contemporary 
look nowadays--with the wonders of the internet, one can 
find invitations, tableware, gowns, and florals that could 
have been designed by Eames, Wright, or Gropius. 

However, you still won't find many catalog jewelers who carry truly modern designs for wedding rings.  
Rather than surrender to commercial pressure to buy a standard-issue solitaire, many couples are 
turning to custom jewelers like Claudia Endler of Claudia Endler Designs to create the ring of their 
Bauhaus, Moderne, or Mid-Century modern dreams.

Claudia explains the appeal of modern design over classic Victorian style: "Modernism is about 
minimalism, about paring down and taking away unnecessary elements.  Contemporary design is 
innovative--using new materials or finding new ways to use old ones.  It's often sustainable and 
ecofriendly.  Maybe it will utilize an old technique to realize a new aesthetic.  The look is often more 
angular and abstract, or more defined.  And it's timeless--geometry itself is a timeless thing.  For me 
personally, it's about clean lines, and peacefulness."

Claudia knows about bringing about harmony through 
design; she became interested in jewelry-making during a 
particularly difficult and messy period of her life.  While 
studying metalsmithing at UCLA she developed a passion 
for the culture of design--not just jewelry, but art and 
architecture as well--and as she was learning to carve 
jewelry models she found herself embracing an aesthetic 
that was ordered, minimal, and geometrical.

"I was going to make my own commitment rings--my 
commitment to myself to not let the chaos in my life 
happen again.  A ring is a little sculpture you wear on your 
hand, you're wearing it every day, it's part of you; I wanted 
to create a sense of balance and peace with my designs.  
That's why the line is clean, which is a way to visually 
impose a sense of calm.  Each line, each look is made with purpose, with intent." 

This was the beginning of her signature look, a tangible expression of her desire for a life filled with 
integrity and beauty. 

The designs she made for herself caught the eye of many in her circle, but when her best friend asked
her to make his wedding ring she demurred: "Are you sure?" she asked him.  "I've never made a 
wedding ring before."  After some persuasion, she devised a unique, hand-carved piece that delighted 
her friend; as a result, others began to request her modern wedding jewelry and her wedding and
engagement ring designs became some of her most popular offerings. 

Claudia thrives on the deeper meaning and creative challenges of wedding rings.  "It's such a special 
privilege and honor when someone says 'I like your designs and I want you to make my wedding ring' --
that's a lot of juice.'"  Claudia offers several lines of interest to couples shopping for their nuptials, 
including sleek stackable rings--a elegant choice for alternate engagement and wedding bands--and 
"Modeux by Claudia Endler," a new series intended to make custom design gifts affordable during the 
economic downturn. 

She also works directly with clients to create unique rings based on their inspiration.  You needn't be 
an art major to work with Claudia: "It will be a conversation.  Sometimes a designer has to be a 
philosopher, understanding and interpreting a client's abstract ideas--'I like repetition, something that 
feels open, a massive feel.'  Or maybe we just start with, 'How much to do want to carry on your 
finger?' Then we have a canvas size."

Claudia characterizes most of her work as "metal-
intensive," but her use of diamonds and colored stones 
has won her awards and praise from the design 
community.  Several of the pieces in her couture collection 
are inspired by unusual gems Claudia has found; these 
make excellent bridal party gifts for those who love a touch
of sparkling color.

I have encountered Claudia's work many times--she 
designed rings for several of my clients, in one case acting
as "ringbearer" and presenting her rings to the couple 
during their wedding.  She is great to work with in addition 
to being richly talented.

You can find her jewelry at several galleries and design 
events here in Los Angeles and her showroom in Downtown's Brewery Art Complex is scheduled to 
open in 2011.   To get up-to-the-minute news about her upcoming appearances and latest designs, 
follow her Facebook or Twitter streams and check out her breathtaking pieces on her website: 
ClaudiaEndler.com. 

Like getting married (and marriage itself) building a beautiful ring is a process.  "Commitment is a very 
personal promise we make to ourselves, each other and our dreams," Claudia says.  "And trust 
becomes huge.  You have to have a sense of trust with your designer.  I do think that the people that I 
work with are pleased when they leave here. "  We trust you will be pleased, too.

Thanks to Claudia Endler for the great interview and modern design education; as always, no 
consideration was received for this article.

National Wedding and Marriage Examiner Elizabeth Oakes welcomes your feedback at 
weddingexaminer@gmail.com; please share this story or subscribe by clicking on the Tweet This! 
button at the top of this column or the "Share This!" button below, or read more of Elizabeth's
stories by clicking here. 

Become a Facebook fan of the National Wedding Examiner or follow her on Twitter to receive 
instant notifications of new articles with her unique take on weddings, marriage, and culture.  She's 
also happy to answer your questions about getting married in Los Angeles (check out her work and 
inquire about availability at MarriageToGo.Com and RosePedalsBikeWeddings.Com.)
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So many of the design elements we consider representative
of the American "white wedding" are artifacts of the 
Victorians: white gowns and veils, bouquets, kissing balls, 
tailcoats, and the engraved gold wedding band. 

To most people, these well-loved icons signify a formal, 
"traditional" ceremony, but today many couples are 
choosing an updated look for their nuptials--especially 
those who have a love of modern art, design, and 
architecture.

It's fairly easy to buy wedding gear with a contemporary 
look nowadays--with the wonders of the internet, one can 
find invitations, tableware, gowns, and florals that could 
have been designed by Eames, Wright, or Gropius. 

However, you still won't find many catalog jewelers who carry truly modern designs for wedding rings.  
Rather than surrender to commercial pressure to buy a standard-issue solitaire, many couples are 
turning to custom jewelers like Claudia Endler of Claudia Endler Designs to create the ring of their 
Bauhaus, Moderne, or Mid-Century modern dreams.

Claudia explains the appeal of modern design over classic Victorian style: "Modernism is about 
minimalism, about paring down and taking away unnecessary elements.  Contemporary design is 
innovative--using new materials or finding new ways to use old ones.  It's often sustainable and 
ecofriendly.  Maybe it will utilize an old technique to realize a new aesthetic.  The look is often more 
angular and abstract, or more defined.  And it's timeless--geometry itself is a timeless thing.  For me 
personally, it's about clean lines, and peacefulness."

Claudia knows about bringing about harmony through 
design; she became interested in jewelry-making during a 
particularly difficult and messy period of her life.  While 
studying metalsmithing at UCLA she developed a passion 
for the culture of design--not just jewelry, but art and 
architecture as well--and as she was learning to carve 
jewelry models she found herself embracing an aesthetic 
that was ordered, minimal, and geometrical.

"I was going to make my own commitment rings--my 
commitment to myself to not let the chaos in my life 
happen again.  A ring is a little sculpture you wear on your 
hand, you're wearing it every day, it's part of you; I wanted 
to create a sense of balance and peace with my designs.  
That's why the line is clean, which is a way to visually 
impose a sense of calm.  Each line, each look is made with purpose, with intent." 

This was the beginning of her signature look, a tangible expression of her desire for a life filled with 
integrity and beauty. 

The designs she made for herself caught the eye of many in her circle, but when her best friend asked
her to make his wedding ring she demurred: "Are you sure?" she asked him.  "I've never made a 
wedding ring before."  After some persuasion, she devised a unique, hand-carved piece that delighted 
her friend; as a result, others began to request her modern wedding jewelry and her wedding and
engagement ring designs became some of her most popular offerings. 

Claudia thrives on the deeper meaning and creative challenges of wedding rings.  "It's such a special 
privilege and honor when someone says 'I like your designs and I want you to make my wedding ring' --
that's a lot of juice.'"  Claudia offers several lines of interest to couples shopping for their nuptials, 
including sleek stackable rings--a elegant choice for alternate engagement and wedding bands--and 
"Modeux by Claudia Endler," a new series intended to make custom design gifts affordable during the 
economic downturn. 

She also works directly with clients to create unique rings based on their inspiration.  You needn't be 
an art major to work with Claudia: "It will be a conversation.  Sometimes a designer has to be a 
philosopher, understanding and interpreting a client's abstract ideas--'I like repetition, something that 
feels open, a massive feel.'  Or maybe we just start with, 'How much to do want to carry on your 
finger?' Then we have a canvas size."

Claudia characterizes most of her work as "metal-
intensive," but her use of diamonds and colored stones 
has won her awards and praise from the design 
community.  Several of the pieces in her couture collection 
are inspired by unusual gems Claudia has found; these 
make excellent bridal party gifts for those who love a touch
of sparkling color.

I have encountered Claudia's work many times--she 
designed rings for several of my clients, in one case acting
as "ringbearer" and presenting her rings to the couple 
during their wedding.  She is great to work with in addition 
to being richly talented.

You can find her jewelry at several galleries and design 
events here in Los Angeles and her showroom in Downtown's Brewery Art Complex is scheduled to 
open in 2011.   To get up-to-the-minute news about her upcoming appearances and latest designs, 
follow her Facebook or Twitter streams and check out her breathtaking pieces on her website: 
ClaudiaEndler.com. 

Like getting married (and marriage itself) building a beautiful ring is a process.  "Commitment is a very 
personal promise we make to ourselves, each other and our dreams," Claudia says.  "And trust 
becomes huge.  You have to have a sense of trust with your designer.  I do think that the people that I 
work with are pleased when they leave here. "  We trust you will be pleased, too.

Thanks to Claudia Endler for the great interview and modern design education; as always, no 
consideration was received for this article.

National Wedding and Marriage Examiner Elizabeth Oakes welcomes your feedback at 
weddingexaminer@gmail.com; please share this story or subscribe by clicking on the Tweet This! 
button at the top of this column or the "Share This!" button below, or read more of Elizabeth's
stories by clicking here. 

Become a Facebook fan of the National Wedding Examiner or follow her on Twitter to receive 
instant notifications of new articles with her unique take on weddings, marriage, and culture.  She's 
also happy to answer your questions about getting married in Los Angeles (check out her work and 
inquire about availability at MarriageToGo.Com and RosePedalsBikeWeddings.Com.)

National Wedding Examiner articles ©2010 by Elizabeth Oakes; reposts permitted with copyright 
notice and link back to original article. All other rights reserved.
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So many of the design elements we consider representative
of the American "white wedding" are artifacts of the 
Victorians: white gowns and veils, bouquets, kissing balls, 
tailcoats, and the engraved gold wedding band. 

To most people, these well-loved icons signify a formal, 
"traditional" ceremony, but today many couples are 
choosing an updated look for their nuptials--especially 
those who have a love of modern art, design, and 
architecture.

It's fairly easy to buy wedding gear with a contemporary 
look nowadays--with the wonders of the internet, one can 
find invitations, tableware, gowns, and florals that could 
have been designed by Eames, Wright, or Gropius. 

However, you still won't find many catalog jewelers who carry truly modern designs for wedding rings.  
Rather than surrender to commercial pressure to buy a standard-issue solitaire, many couples are 
turning to custom jewelers like Claudia Endler of Claudia Endler Designs to create the ring of their 
Bauhaus, Moderne, or Mid-Century modern dreams.

Claudia explains the appeal of modern design over classic Victorian style: "Modernism is about 
minimalism, about paring down and taking away unnecessary elements.  Contemporary design is 
innovative--using new materials or finding new ways to use old ones.  It's often sustainable and 
ecofriendly.  Maybe it will utilize an old technique to realize a new aesthetic.  The look is often more 
angular and abstract, or more defined.  And it's timeless--geometry itself is a timeless thing.  For me 
personally, it's about clean lines, and peacefulness."

Claudia knows about bringing about harmony through 
design; she became interested in jewelry-making during a 
particularly difficult and messy period of her life.  While 
studying metalsmithing at UCLA she developed a passion 
for the culture of design--not just jewelry, but art and 
architecture as well--and as she was learning to carve 
jewelry models she found herself embracing an aesthetic 
that was ordered, minimal, and geometrical.

"I was going to make my own commitment rings--my 
commitment to myself to not let the chaos in my life 
happen again.  A ring is a little sculpture you wear on your 
hand, you're wearing it every day, it's part of you; I wanted 
to create a sense of balance and peace with my designs.  
That's why the line is clean, which is a way to visually 
impose a sense of calm.  Each line, each look is made with purpose, with intent." 

This was the beginning of her signature look, a tangible expression of her desire for a life filled with 
integrity and beauty. 

The designs she made for herself caught the eye of many in her circle, but when her best friend asked
her to make his wedding ring she demurred: "Are you sure?" she asked him.  "I've never made a 
wedding ring before."  After some persuasion, she devised a unique, hand-carved piece that delighted 
her friend; as a result, others began to request her modern wedding jewelry and her wedding and
engagement ring designs became some of her most popular offerings. 

Claudia thrives on the deeper meaning and creative challenges of wedding rings.  "It's such a special 
privilege and honor when someone says 'I like your designs and I want you to make my wedding ring' --
that's a lot of juice.'"  Claudia offers several lines of interest to couples shopping for their nuptials, 
including sleek stackable rings--a elegant choice for alternate engagement and wedding bands--and 
"Modeux by Claudia Endler," a new series intended to make custom design gifts affordable during the 
economic downturn. 

She also works directly with clients to create unique rings based on their inspiration.  You needn't be 
an art major to work with Claudia: "It will be a conversation.  Sometimes a designer has to be a 
philosopher, understanding and interpreting a client's abstract ideas--'I like repetition, something that 
feels open, a massive feel.'  Or maybe we just start with, 'How much to do want to carry on your 
finger?' Then we have a canvas size."

Claudia characterizes most of her work as "metal-
intensive," but her use of diamonds and colored stones 
has won her awards and praise from the design 
community.  Several of the pieces in her couture collection 
are inspired by unusual gems Claudia has found; these 
make excellent bridal party gifts for those who love a touch
of sparkling color.

I have encountered Claudia's work many times--she 
designed rings for several of my clients, in one case acting
as "ringbearer" and presenting her rings to the couple 
during their wedding.  She is great to work with in addition 
to being richly talented.

You can find her jewelry at several galleries and design 
events here in Los Angeles and her showroom in Downtown's Brewery Art Complex is scheduled to 
open in 2011.   To get up-to-the-minute news about her upcoming appearances and latest designs, 
follow her Facebook or Twitter streams and check out her breathtaking pieces on her website: 
ClaudiaEndler.com. 

Like getting married (and marriage itself) building a beautiful ring is a process.  "Commitment is a very 
personal promise we make to ourselves, each other and our dreams," Claudia says.  "And trust 
becomes huge.  You have to have a sense of trust with your designer.  I do think that the people that I 
work with are pleased when they leave here. "  We trust you will be pleased, too.

Thanks to Claudia Endler for the great interview and modern design education; as always, no 
consideration was received for this article.

National Wedding and Marriage Examiner Elizabeth Oakes welcomes your feedback at 
weddingexaminer@gmail.com; please share this story or subscribe by clicking on the Tweet This! 
button at the top of this column or the "Share This!" button below, or read more of Elizabeth's
stories by clicking here. 

Become a Facebook fan of the National Wedding Examiner or follow her on Twitter to receive 
instant notifications of new articles with her unique take on weddings, marriage, and culture.  She's 
also happy to answer your questions about getting married in Los Angeles (check out her work and 
inquire about availability at MarriageToGo.Com and RosePedalsBikeWeddings.Com.)

National Wedding Examiner articles ©2010 by Elizabeth Oakes; reposts permitted with copyright 
notice and link back to original article. All other rights reserved.

More wedding stories:   

"Steam theme" wedding in England--trains, horses, and hats!  

How creativity in wedding planning is priceless in a bad economy 

The latest in geek wedding chic 

 

 

Comments

This article is part of Best

Wedding Genius: modern wedding 

rings with jeweler Claudia Endler 
July 15, 1:06 PM Wedding and Marriage Examiner Elizabeth Oakes

Previous2 comments  Subscribe 

Chic 'n' sleek: jewelry designer Claudia Endler

           photo by Rob Greer Photography

 Modern wedding rings by Claudia Endler Designs

 Stackable rings: infinite shapes/colors/possibilities

More About: Before The Wedding ∙ Marriage Proposals ∙ Wedding Design Ideas ∙ Wedding Geniuses

Related Articles:

Tuesday list: events for singles in L.A.

The Big Lie - Why people lie on their profiles
and in relationships

Dating 101 - so many choices -so little time 

Violence Prevention Network is a 
countywide collaborative addressing 
increasing youth violence

Use the power of charm to captivate your 
date

Name: 

 

Comments:

characters left  1000

 

  

 

Popular Articles

Lessons learned along the Yellow Brick Road 

France bans the burka 

Sex is a destination: Which one are you? 

Dating 101 - so many choices -so little time  

Zoe Saldana near naked for Calvin Klein: The 

Avatar beauty is newest CK underwear model 

(VIDEO) 

Recent Articles

Federal District Court in Massachusetts 

strikes down DOMA provisions 

Prop 8 final arguments, part two: Marriage 

matters and so does fairness 

All Articles » 

Examiner.com on Facebook

Find a Business

 

Things to see and do

Squeeze

See all Events »  

Series: Five Ways To Screw Up Your 
Wedding!

Five Ways To Screw Up Your Wedding, Part One: 
Don't Get Divorced First! 

Five Ways To Screw Up Your Wedding, Part Two: 
Go Into Debt! 

Five Ways To Screw Up Your Wedding, Part 
Three: Have a Wedding You'll Hate! 

Five Ways To Screw Up Your Wedding, Part Four: 
Have Unrealistic Expectations 

Five Ways To Screw Up Your Wedding, Part Five: 
Starve, Bore, and Ignore Your Guests 

Smart Wedding Planning

Write a Mission Statement for Your Wedding 

The Ultimate Budget Wedding Article 

Your Internet Wedding Minister: Will It Be Legal? 

Your Wedding Day Emergency Kit: Are You Ready 
To Survive the Big Day 

Wedding Planning, the Rotten Economy, and You 

Uninvited Wedding Guests: Three Instructive 
Tales 

Weddings for the Dying 

Brides Beware!

Uninvited Wedding Guests: Three Instructive 
Tales 

Wedding TV Shows Are Mostly Infomercials 

Did You Hire a Justice Of The Peace Or A Big Fat 
Liarhead? 

Same-Sex Weddings/Marriage Equality

Iowa Supreme Court hears gay marriage 
arguments; Jon Stewart too 

Prop 8--The Musical  

California Prop 8 Hearings and Marriage Equality: 
Where From Here? 

CA Supreme Court justices consider Prop 8 
under threat of recall  

Connecticut new haven for gay marriage 

A Sad Day for Gays In California, Arizona, and 
Florida 

Fear and Loathing in California's Same-Sex 
Marriage War 

Battle Royale: Gay Marriage Protests Continue in 
California 

Mormon and Catholic Organizations Attack Gay 
Marriage Laws With Lies 

A Real Defense of Marriage Act: A DNC 
Christmas 

California Same-Sex Weddings: Not Always Gay? 

An Invitation for William Shatner: His First 
Wedding Etiquette Class 

Wedding Industry Ethics and Practices

Wedding TV Shows Are Mostly Infomercials 

Wedding Vendor Lists: Real Recommendations 
or Just Paid Advertising? 

Wedding Rings: Diamond Prices Up, Alternatives 
Also Growing 

The AntiWedding: Protest, Art, or Just A Darn 
Good Time? 

Geek Weddings

Webcast Your Wedding 

Victoria ’s not-so-secret wedding countdown bra; 
couples say "we want Wiis!" 

I Heart Geek Weddings! 

You're Invited to a Halo Wedding--Sorta  

A Bejeweled Wedding For Lovestruck Hacker 

Love is tweet: Twitter marriage proposal accepted 

Leggo My Lego Wedding Ring! 

Decoder Wedding Ring Contest! 

An Invitation for William Shatner: His First 
Wedding Etiquette Class 

Married At The Movies!

Married At The Movies: Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers/Rachel Getting Married 

Married At The Movies: Sweeney Todd/The 
Wedding Singer 

Marriage of Two Legends: Paul Newman and 
Joanne Woodward 

Wedding Examiner Personal Bests: Best Movie 
Wedding 

Boo Hiss To The L.A. County Clerk Who Blew 
Jessica Alba's Wedding Plans 

Wedding-Related Charitable Giving 

Brides Against Breast Cancer: Donate or Buy 
Your Wedding Dress 

The I Do Foundation: Charitable Giving For Your 
Wedding 

Cool Wedding Ideas and Top-Notch Stuff 

If It's Hip, It's Here 

Wedding Ring Favorites

Ring Recommendations from Thisnext.com 

Brilliant Earth: Conflict-Free Diamond Jewelry  

Green Karat: Ecologically Responsible Jewelry 

Recommended Reading

About.com: Marriage 

BOOK: Marriage, A History: From Obedience to 
Intimacy, or How Love Conquered Marriage 

BOOK: One Perfect Day: The Selling Of The 
American Wedding 

BOOK: Brides, Inc.: American Weddings and the 
Business of Tradition 

BOOK: Offbeat Bride: Taffeta-Free Alternatives for 
Independent Brides 

  

When all the love is gone
When a marriage ends, it can be hard to move 
on. See tips for starting your new life. 

Sports relationships
Catch up with Examiner Andi Brunetto as she 
reports on the hottest relationships in sports. 

Friday, July 9, 2010

Judge Joseph Louis Tauro: I 
love you. Let the record show 
that I am in receipt of the love 
letter you sent me today, and 
your beautiful words are … 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010

For excerpts from the Prop 8 
proponents' case, please see
Part One: We Don't Need No 
Stinkin' Evidence. To read the 
entire transcript of final … 

 PizzaWhat:

Los AngelesWhere:

Find

Today 29 30 31

 

Jul 28 2010 
8:15 pm 
Music» 

Thurgood 

Young Frankenstein 

Copyright © 2009 Clarity Digital Group LLC d/b/a Examiner.com. All Rights reserved. 

Examiner Articles 
by Category

Arts & Entertainment 
Bars & Clubs 
Business & Finance 
Careers & Workplace 
Education & Schools 
Family & Parenting 
Fitness & Weight Loss 
Food & Drink 
Gadgets & Tech 
Games & Hobbies 
Health 
Home & Living 
Neighborhoods 

News 
Pets 
Politics 
Recreation 
Relationships 
Religion & Spirituality 
Restaurants 
Society & Culture 
Sports 
Style & Fashion 
Transportation 
Travel 
View the latest » 

More from 
Examiner.com

Associated Press 
Classifieds
Events
Examiners 
News By Location 
News By Topic
Press Releases
Slideshows
Stock Quotes
Today In Photos
Sitemap 

Examiner.com 
Links

Advertise with us

Join our Affiliate Program
Careers
RSS Feeds
Terms of Use | Privacy Policy
Contact Us 
Walden Media
AEG Worldwide | AEG Live
Foundation for a Better Life

Breaking News from
NowPublic.com

World News 
Technology 
Business
Entertainment & Culture
Environment
Health
Sports 
Style 
Strange 

                          

http://www.examiner.com/x-432-Wedding-Examiner~y2008m10d22-Married-at-the-Movies-Seven-Brides-for-Seven-BrothersRachel-Getting-Married
http://www.examiner.com/x-432-Wedding-Examiner~y2008m8d2-Married-At-The-Movies-Sweeney-Todd-and-The-Wedding-Singer
http://www.examiner.com/x-432-Wedding-Examiner~y2008m9d29-Marriage-of-Two-Legend-Paul-Newman-and-Joanne-Woodward
http://www.examiner.com/x-432-Wedding-Examiner~y2008m9d30-Examiner-Weddings-personal-bests
http://www.examiner.com/x-432-Wedding-and-Marriage-Examiner~y2009m2d24-A-big-bridal-boohissss-to-the-LA-County-clerk-who-blew-Jessica-Albas-wedding-plans
http://bridesagainstbreastcancer.org/
http://www.idofoundation.org/
http://www.ifitshipitshere.blogspot.com/
http://www.thisnext.com/by/laurasweet/tag/rings/?count=28
http://www.brilliantearth.com/
http://www.greenkarat.com/
http://marriage.about.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Marriage-History-Obedience-Intimacy-Conquered/dp/067003407X
http://www.amazon.com/One-Perfect-Day-Selling-American/dp/1594200882
http://www.amazon.com/Brides-Inc-American-Weddings-Tradition/dp/0812239458/ref=sr_1_1/105-3011653-5803657?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1216701933&sr=1-1
http://offbeatbride.com/book
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/cdg.examiner.Los_Angeles/Relationships;kw=;exid=432;source=11;pos=4;category=Life;edition=Los_Angeles;section=Relationships;tile=4;sz=300x250,303x250;ord=123456789?
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Arts_and_Entertainment.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Bars_and_Clubs.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Business_and_Finance.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Careers_and_Workplace.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Education_and_Schools.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Family_and_Parenting.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Fitness_and_Weight_Loss.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Food_and_Drink.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Gadgets_and_Tech.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-News.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Pets.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Politics.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Recreation.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Relationships.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Religion_and_Spirituality.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Restaurants.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Society_and_Culture.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Sports.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-AP.html
http://examiner.kaango.com/zip/90013/radius/100
http://events.examiner.com/index.aspx?exmkt=Los_Angeles
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Examiners_Examiners.html
http://www.examiner.com/City-Los_Angeles-c650-California.html
http://www.examiner.com/Los_Angeles-Topics.html
http://www.examiner.com/Releases.html
http://www.examiner.com/Slideshows.html
http://www.examiner.com/Stock_Quotes.html?osymb=&siteid=C69D5445-446A-4BB3-97CB-BDBCBA2EC990&symb=GOOG
http://www.examiner.com/advertise
http://www.examiner.com/assets/affiliates.cfm
http://www.examiner.com/careers
http://www.examiner.com/rss/
http://www.examiner.com/Terms_of_Use.html
http://www.examiner.com/Privacy_Policy.html
http://www.examiner.com/Contact_Us.html
http://www.walden.com/
http://www.nowpublic.com/
http://my.nowpublic.com/tag/Tech+%26+Biz
http://my.nowpublic.com/tag/Tech+%26+Biz
http://my.nowpublic.com/tag/Culture
http://my.nowpublic.com/tag/Environment
http://my.nowpublic.com/tag/Health
http://my.nowpublic.com/tag/Sports
http://my.nowpublic.com/tag/Style
http://my.nowpublic.com/tag/Strange


  

RSS | MOBILE | FAVORITE EXAMINERS  | MEET THE EXAMINERS WEATHER FOR LOS ANGELES | 73° CLEAR

 

Search articles from thousands of Examiners 

  

Trending:  Immigration Debate, WikiLeaks Docs, NFL Training Camps 

Search
LOS ANGELES

Home Entertainment  Business  Family & Home  Life  News & Politics  Sports & Recreation  Photos 

 

Los Angeles  Relationships  Wedding and Marriage Examiner 

So many of the design elements we consider representative
of the American "white wedding" are artifacts of the 
Victorians: white gowns and veils, bouquets, kissing balls, 
tailcoats, and the engraved gold wedding band. 

To most people, these well-loved icons signify a formal, 
"traditional" ceremony, but today many couples are 
choosing an updated look for their nuptials--especially 
those who have a love of modern art, design, and 
architecture.

It's fairly easy to buy wedding gear with a contemporary 
look nowadays--with the wonders of the internet, one can 
find invitations, tableware, gowns, and florals that could 
have been designed by Eames, Wright, or Gropius. 

However, you still won't find many catalog jewelers who carry truly modern designs for wedding rings.  
Rather than surrender to commercial pressure to buy a standard-issue solitaire, many couples are 
turning to custom jewelers like Claudia Endler of Claudia Endler Designs to create the ring of their 
Bauhaus, Moderne, or Mid-Century modern dreams.

Claudia explains the appeal of modern design over classic Victorian style: "Modernism is about 
minimalism, about paring down and taking away unnecessary elements.  Contemporary design is 
innovative--using new materials or finding new ways to use old ones.  It's often sustainable and 
ecofriendly.  Maybe it will utilize an old technique to realize a new aesthetic.  The look is often more 
angular and abstract, or more defined.  And it's timeless--geometry itself is a timeless thing.  For me 
personally, it's about clean lines, and peacefulness."

Claudia knows about bringing about harmony through 
design; she became interested in jewelry-making during a 
particularly difficult and messy period of her life.  While 
studying metalsmithing at UCLA she developed a passion 
for the culture of design--not just jewelry, but art and 
architecture as well--and as she was learning to carve 
jewelry models she found herself embracing an aesthetic 
that was ordered, minimal, and geometrical.

"I was going to make my own commitment rings--my 
commitment to myself to not let the chaos in my life 
happen again.  A ring is a little sculpture you wear on your 
hand, you're wearing it every day, it's part of you; I wanted 
to create a sense of balance and peace with my designs.  
That's why the line is clean, which is a way to visually 
impose a sense of calm.  Each line, each look is made with purpose, with intent." 

This was the beginning of her signature look, a tangible expression of her desire for a life filled with 
integrity and beauty. 

The designs she made for herself caught the eye of many in her circle, but when her best friend asked
her to make his wedding ring she demurred: "Are you sure?" she asked him.  "I've never made a 
wedding ring before."  After some persuasion, she devised a unique, hand-carved piece that delighted 
her friend; as a result, others began to request her modern wedding jewelry and her wedding and
engagement ring designs became some of her most popular offerings. 

Claudia thrives on the deeper meaning and creative challenges of wedding rings.  "It's such a special 
privilege and honor when someone says 'I like your designs and I want you to make my wedding ring' --
that's a lot of juice.'"  Claudia offers several lines of interest to couples shopping for their nuptials, 
including sleek stackable rings--a elegant choice for alternate engagement and wedding bands--and 
"Modeux by Claudia Endler," a new series intended to make custom design gifts affordable during the 
economic downturn. 

She also works directly with clients to create unique rings based on their inspiration.  You needn't be 
an art major to work with Claudia: "It will be a conversation.  Sometimes a designer has to be a 
philosopher, understanding and interpreting a client's abstract ideas--'I like repetition, something that 
feels open, a massive feel.'  Or maybe we just start with, 'How much to do want to carry on your 
finger?' Then we have a canvas size."

Claudia characterizes most of her work as "metal-
intensive," but her use of diamonds and colored stones 
has won her awards and praise from the design 
community.  Several of the pieces in her couture collection 
are inspired by unusual gems Claudia has found; these 
make excellent bridal party gifts for those who love a touch
of sparkling color.

I have encountered Claudia's work many times--she 
designed rings for several of my clients, in one case acting
as "ringbearer" and presenting her rings to the couple 
during their wedding.  She is great to work with in addition 
to being richly talented.

You can find her jewelry at several galleries and design 
events here in Los Angeles and her showroom in Downtown's Brewery Art Complex is scheduled to 
open in 2011.   To get up-to-the-minute news about her upcoming appearances and latest designs, 
follow her Facebook or Twitter streams and check out her breathtaking pieces on her website: 
ClaudiaEndler.com. 

Like getting married (and marriage itself) building a beautiful ring is a process.  "Commitment is a very 
personal promise we make to ourselves, each other and our dreams," Claudia says.  "And trust 
becomes huge.  You have to have a sense of trust with your designer.  I do think that the people that I 
work with are pleased when they leave here. "  We trust you will be pleased, too.

Thanks to Claudia Endler for the great interview and modern design education; as always, no 
consideration was received for this article.

National Wedding and Marriage Examiner Elizabeth Oakes welcomes your feedback at 
weddingexaminer@gmail.com; please share this story or subscribe by clicking on the Tweet This! 
button at the top of this column or the "Share This!" button below, or read more of Elizabeth's
stories by clicking here. 

Become a Facebook fan of the National Wedding Examiner or follow her on Twitter to receive 
instant notifications of new articles with her unique take on weddings, marriage, and culture.  She's 
also happy to answer your questions about getting married in Los Angeles (check out her work and 
inquire about availability at MarriageToGo.Com and RosePedalsBikeWeddings.Com.)

National Wedding Examiner articles ©2010 by Elizabeth Oakes; reposts permitted with copyright 
notice and link back to original article. All other rights reserved.
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